
THE CONCIERGE TRAVELLER EDITION • ISSUE #8

Be it a first trip or an anticipated return, this  
edition is filled with places we can not get  

enough of, that is EUROPE & BEYOND
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It is a delight to plan a first trip or 
anticipate a return to Europe to revisit 
those places we cannot get enough of 
and yet be able to find unfamiliar and 
fascinating turns in the road.
France, for instance, has départements so 
divergent in character that you could easily  
fill a lifetime with visits there. Italy too has a 
thrilling depth of scenery, history, culture and 
cuisine. Switzerland has more cantons and 
Michelin stars than you can count. And with 
the disappearance of once difficult Eastern  
bloc borders, more of Europe has now  
become accessible and provides a dizzying 
array of travel choices.

The deceptively small isles of the United Kingdom 
present an intricate canvas of travel: heritage, 
pageantry, country villages, castles and even the 
turns of the English language - all are compelling 
curiosities.  Best of all is that London has no  
“off season”.

Beyond Europe are the great cities and national 
parks of the vast USA, the sublime and coveted 
treasures of the Pacific, Asia, Africa and our own 
country - I love it all and I love to inspire you.

Our team of expert Advisors is alarmingly 
knowledgeable and can be relied upon to turn 
your least as well as your most ambitious plans 
into a reality.

I invite you to travel to Europe and beyond with 
Concierge Traveller in this issue.

Executive General Manager

From the moment you depart you’ll experience the Concierge Traveller difference 
that has seen us winning the prestigious National Travel Industry Award 2010 for 
Best Travel Agency Retail (multi-location) and also a finalist in the 2010 Luxury 
Travel Magazine Gold List awards. We thank you in anticipation for you 
continued support in the 2011 Luxury Travel Magazine Gold List awards. 

PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL QUOTED 
COSTS ARE SUBJECT TO ALTERATION 
WITHOUT NOTICE.

Throughout the Edition, this key represents  
a Concierge Traveller exclusive package or 
bonus privilege, unique to Concierge Traveller.

Stephanie Rogers-Julian  
- Editor

Imagine that the promised pleasures of 
travel could leap from the drawing board 
and spirit you into a chauffered limousine, 
through a pleasant airport check-in, to 
cushioned onboard comfort, service  
to smile about and meals that rival a 
Michelin-starred establishment? 

Etihad appreciates that first and business 
class passengers are entitled to a complete 
package of relaxed travel. According to 
Melissa Coles, this airline is delivering an 
experience akin to taking a magic carpet 
ride straight from home.

Both Pearl and Diamond class cabins offer 
a myriad of personalized touches that will 
delight as you skim the stratosphere. Pearl 
class seats become flat beds at your 
command and there’s an à la carte menu 
from which you can curb your cravings at 
anytime. If you can’t decide which dishes 
or wine to consume, or when, consult 
your dedicated onboard F & B manager.  
No one else need be disturbed when you 

want to be out of your seat because the 
1-2-1 configuration means that everyone 
has aisle access and the inspired service  
can continue unimpeded.

Diamond class takes privacy to new levels 
of plush on this aerial red carpet. All the 
forward-facing (scent of Ferrari!) leather 
seats become luxuriously flat beds.  Don 
ready laid-out pyjamas in a spacious 
change room, hang your finery in your 
wardrobe and then all you need do is 
close your screen door for the rest of the 
world to be vanquished.  With individual 
lighting that can be adjusted to suit, you 
can relax, dine or work.

If the muted tones and whimsical comforts 
of these cabins are spellbinding, then the 
lounges in Etihad’s hub in Abu Dhabi 
provide this magician’s ultimate tour de 
force. Both Pearl and Diamond class guests 
can bliss out in the Six Senses Spa where 
15-minute treatments are complimentary. 
Fresh food and hand picked wines for Pearls, 

gourmet dining, a Champagne Bar and 
Cigar lounge for Diamonds. 

Etihad’s distinctively heavenly forward 
cabins have rocketed to celebrity status in 
just two years. In 2009 they garnered the 
prestigious Skytrax award for world’s best 
business class, followed in 2010 with best 
first class, including seats and catering. 

Now where are my magic slippers?
CONCIERGE COMBINATION PEARL / DIAMOND  
CLASS FARES INCLUDE: • RETURN FLIGHTS SYDNEY/ 
MELBOURNE TO EUROPE • CHAUFFERED AIRPORT 
TRANSFERS AT DEPARTURE AND DESTINATION • FROM 
USD8,499.00 PER PERSON • VALID FOR SALE UNTIL 28 
FEBRUARY 2011 • TRAVEL UNTIL 31 DECEMBER 2011 

Contact Melissa for more information  
on 1800 047 047 or email her at:  
mcoles@conciergetraveller.com.au

Etihad lays down 
the MAGIC RED CARPET

Krystal Davidson - Advisor  
Lisa Dietz - Advisor 
Trina Patterson - Head of Operations
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southern  
ocean LODGE  

for all seasons 
Only a 30-minute flight from 
Adelaide is a lodge that has attracted 
global attention. Step through its 
doors to experiences a long way 
beyond the ordinarily dramatic  
on Kangaroo Island. First glimpses 
of the expansive Southern Ocean 
through the floor to ceiling windows 
have been known to reduce newly 
-arrived guests to tears…of joy! 

Melissa Coles reports that everything 
about this lodge is striking: sensitive 
architecture, honed to a pinnacle of 
perfection with its limestone floors, 
bespoke furnishings, local artworks, 
glass-walled bathrooms and 
outdoor terraces. 

Lavish suites, locally-sourced cuisine, 
impressive staff, guides who are 
passionate about the island’s natural 
attractions and a generously 

all-inclusive tariff: they are the key 
elements of an Australian lodge 
worth splashing out for at any  
time of the year.

After a day of outdoor exploration, 
linger indoors over a divine dinner 
and premium wines, then visit  
the lodge’s sensational walk-in  
wine cellar.
CONCIERGE RETREAT PACKAGE INCLUDES:   
4 NIGHTS SUITE ACCOMMODATION • ALL 
MEALS • OPEN BAR • GUIDED EXPERIENCES  
• AIRPORT TRANSFERS        CONCIERGE 
BONUS PRIVILEGES: SUITE UPGRADE, SUBJECT  
TO AVAILBILITY, 1 FREE NIGHT, AUD50 SPA 
CREDIT • FROM AUD2,970.00 PER PERSON, 
TWIN SHARE • VALID MAY - SEPTEMBER 2011  
• BOOK BY 31 MARCH 2011 

Contact Melissa for more 
information on 1800 047 047  
or email her at: mcoles@
conciergetraveller.com.au

howe it’s done  
at capella 
Framed by Kentia palms, on the 
world’s most southern coral reef, 
sits Lord Howe Island’s sister 
property to Southern Ocean 
Lodge.  Capella Lodge is equally 
as clever in its focus on stunning 
views of everything natural 
- here it is views of the reef, 
lagoon and enchanting peaks. 

The fishing is world-class and 
the walk to the summit of 
iconic Mt Gower is one of 
Australia’s best-loved day walks.

Capella has a deceptively casual 
beach-house ambience but rises 
to the ranks of the opulent 
with its sumptuous Lidgbird 
Pavilion. In any season, barefoot 
luxury is the hallmark of this 
establishment with its blissful 
but petite spa and its seductive 
infinity-edge plunge pool.

Melissa Coles’ favourites are the 
two-storey Lagoon Lofts, some 
sporting 270˚ views. In her 

opinion, the generously inclusive 
rate is perfect and the lack of 
mobile coverage is a huge plus 
on a short break.
CONCIERGE CAPELLA PACKAGE INCLUDES: 
7 NIGHTS ACCOMMODATION • BREAKFAST 
& DINNER DAILY & SELECTED WINES  
• SUNSET DRINKS & CANAPÉS • AIRPORT 
TRANSFERS        CONCIERGE BONUS 
PRIVILEGES: SUITE UPGRADE, SUBJECT 
TO AVAILBILITY, 1 NIGHT FREE & AUD50 
SPA CREDIT • FROM AUD3,900.00 PER 
PERSON, TWIN SHARE • VALID MAY - 
SEPTEMBER • BOOK BY 31 MARCH 2011 

Contact Melissa for more 
information on 1800 047 047 
or email her at: mcoles@
conciergetraveller.com.au

A WALK IN 
ALPINE MEADOWS
For anyone who enjoys a blend 
of raw outdoor beauty, fresh air, 
delicious food and indulgent 
inns, John Chekian reckons that 
this Backroads Alpine walk is 
unique.

The walk begins in one of the 
most beautiful lakeside towns  
in France - Annecy and finishes  
in the alpine village of Chamonix. 
Annecy is a postcard city of 
canals and Michelin starred 
restaurants. East of Annecy, near 
the Swiss border, is the winter 
resort town of Chamonix. It is  
a base for hikers, climbers and 
those wanting take the Aiguille 
du Midi cable car up to a 3,842 
m terrace to view Mont Blanc 
and surrounding peaks.

The maximum group size is 20 
with at least two vehicles for 
support. Directions are provided 
for those who like to venture 
out on more difficult trails; walk 
as fast or slow as you like and 
share the trail with whom you 
choose; don crampons and try  
a glacier walk with experts if you 
want to be more adventurous.
CONCIERGE BACKROADS PACKAGE 
INCLUDES: 5 NIGHTS IN PREMIER INNS  
• BREAKFAST DAILY AND MOST MEALS  
• GUIDES AND BACKUP SUPPORT TEAM  
• FROM USD3,998.00 PER PERSON, TWIN 
SHARE  • VALID FOR FOUR TRIPS IN JULY 
& AUGUST 2011 

Contact John for more 
information on 1800 047 047  
or email him at: jchekian@
conciergetraveller.com.au

MORE THAN  
A MERE TRUFFLE! 

Milan is Italy’s most prosperous 
city, obsessively dedicated to 
fashion, furniture and football. 
Its streets are lined with medieval 
porticoes, ornate friezes, 
inspirational architecture and  
its museums and galleries are 
home to rare treasures.

Milan is also the gateway to 
Piedmonte and we can reveal 
the secrets of this “new” Tuscany  
if you are planning to travel from 
Milan to Switzerland or into 
France. Piedmonte is a region 
that even Italians consider to 

have the best food in Italy.  
John Chekian reveals that black 
truffles can be enjoyed there 
year round but October to 
December mark the height  
of the white truffle season.

The Bulgari Hotel in Milan, 
especially elegant, is located near 
the nirvana of designer shopping 
around Via Montenapoleone. 
One drawcard is the hotel’s 
garden, a refuge of leafy quietude 
that blends almost imperceptibly 
with the adjacent Botanical 
Gardens. Another is their insider 
access to special truffle experiences 
in Piedmonte.
CONCIERGE BULGARI PACKAGE INCLUDES: 
• 2 NIGHTS DELUXE ACCOMMODATION 
• DAILY AMERICAN BREAKFAST • A 
TRUFFLE LUNCH NEAR ALBA • TRANSFERS 
FOR LUNCH        CONCIERGE BONUS 
PRIVILEGES: SPECIAL WELCOME AMENITY 
& A BULGARI GIFT ON DEPARTURE • FROM 
EUR970.00 PER PERSON, TWIN SHARE  
• VALID UNTIL 28 FEBRUARY 2011

Contact John for more 
information on 1800 047 047  
or email him at: jchekian@
conciergetraveller.com.au
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WORTH 
CONQUERING 
MOUNTAINS 

FOR
Exquisite Bhutan will redefine 
your concept of pleasurable 
travel. Uma Paro, one of the 
remote kingdom’s only 
boutique hotels, offers  
the pampering of a Como 
Shambhala spa amid 
mind-bendingly beautiful 
scenery with rooms, suites 
and butler-serviced villas 
that calm every nerve in 
your being. Add to this  
mix, food that would please 
the gods and a GM with  
an intuitive connection  
to Bhutanese culture, and  
you will see that Uma Paro 
stands at the very summit  
of hotel heaven. Elisabeth’s 
advice is to take a corner 
suite with wrap-around 
windows for the most 
awesome views in the hotel.
CONCIERGE UMA PARO PACKAGE 
INCLUDES:• 5 NIGHTS IN A DELUXE 
ROOM • ALL MEALS • 3 PRIVATELY 
GUIDED WALKS INCL. LUNCH • ONE 
60 MINUTE MASSAGE FOR 2 • ROUND 
TRIP AIRPORT TRANSFERS • ALL 
BHUTANESE VISA FEES & TAXES  
       CONCIERGE BONUS PRIVILEGES: 
OPTIONAL MOUNTAIN BIKING & 
DAILY YOGA • FROM USD2,446.00  
PER PERSON, TWIN SHARE • VALID 
THROUGHOUT 2011

ASK ALSO ABOUT SET DEPARTURES 
FOR SMALL GROUP PHOTOGRAPHIC 
AND WALKING TOURS IN 2011

Contact Elisabeth for  
more information on  
1800 047 047 or email   
her at: egrieder@
conciergetraveller.com.au

catch a MEXICAN wave 
Beyond the curve of the Pacific Ocean, at the southern  
tip of the Baja Peninsula in Mexico is a hotspot of 
unimaginable luxury. Las Ventanas sits between the sea, 
sand dunes, desert and rough-hewn mountains, easily 
accessible from San Jose Del Cabo Airport. The stunning 
architecture, vast rooms and public spaces are a perfect 
match for this dramatic location. 

A welcome tequila is your entrée to this retreat. Hollywood 
first discovered it after World War II when stars flocked 
south to fish in one of the world’s richest marine 
environments and relax in stylish privacy. 

A variety of water sports, world-class golf, an excellent  
spa, a choice of restaurants and bars, seven pools and  
a posse of poolside butlers, keep pleasure seekers cool  
and content.

John Chekian recommends that you grab a telescope to 
whale watch or “star” gaze and fill your beach bucket  
with spades of year-round Mexican sunshine.

CONCIERGE EXCLUSIVE PACKAGE INCLUDES: 4 NIGHTS IN A JUNIOR 
GARDEN SUITE • AIRPORT TRANSFERS • UPGRADE SUBJECT TO 
AVAILABILITY • CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST • ONE MARGUERITA  

& CEVICHES AT THE TEQUILA BAR • 4TH NIGHT FREE • 4PM CHECK-OUT  
• FROM USD1,370.00 PER PERSON, TWIN SHARE • VALID UNTIL 30 APRIL 2011 

Contact John for more information  
on 1800 047 047 or email him at:  
jchekian@conciergetraveller.com.au

all's swell in  
BEVERLY HILLS 

If you love to be seen in the heady Los 
Angeles sprawl, beyond the coastal 
breakers, the Montage is making an 
interesting splash in Beverly Hills. 

It harks back to a bygone era of 
Hollywood glamour with its Spanish 
colonial style architecture and décor  
but lacks nothing in terms of high-tech 
gadgetry and swank. From its rooftop 
pool to its sprawling spa and spacious 
guest rooms, this hotel is all white  
glove service and buzz. There's even  
a chauffeured vehicle at your disposal  
for dashing to Neiman's and you can 
celebrate sunset at the Parq Bar.

Paul Patane was impressed with the 
open-kitchen restaurant, its homely 
ambience and great food as much as  
his deluxe room overlooking the Beverly 
Canon Gardens. 
CONCIERGE MONTAGE PACKAGE INCLUDES: 2 
NIGHTS IN A SUPERIOR ROOM       CONCIERGE 
BONUS PRIVILEGES: CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST 
DAILY, AN UPGRADE SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY  
& ONE USD100 SPA CREDIT PER ROOM • FROM 
USD450.00 PER PERSON, TWIN SHARE + TAXES   
• VALID IN 2011 

Contact Paul for more 
information on 1800 047 047 
or email him at: ppatane@
conciergetraveller.com.au

auckland’s  
latest achievement 

The tastemakers of Hotel De Brett have created an icon to 
cool but in true New Zealand style, they have taken the 
essence of haute style and stripped it of anything that 
smacks of snobbery.

Paul Patane claims this hotel is as welcoming as having a 
really cool Auckland relative to stay with. Fittingly, it is 
surrounded by streets filled with galleries, theatres and 
boutique shops.  To perfectly match the tone of this creative 
quarter, they’ve filled their hotel with photography and 
sculptures from New Zealand’s finest artisans whilst retaining 
hints of the hotels art deco past. It’s a short stroll to the 
harbour precinct and close to Parnell and Ponsonby villages.

Our Executive General Manager, Mary Gava, said of her 
recent stay: apart from the beds that are a total delight, loft 
suites provide a townhouse-like private space for entertaining 
friends and then the hotel’s acclaimed restaurant, courtyard 
and honesty house bar add up to Auckland’s funkiest retreat.

CONCIERGE EXCLUSIVE PACKAGE INCLUDES: • 2 NIGHTS 
ACCOMMODATION IN A BOUTIQUE SUITE • BREAKFAST DAILY  
• PRE DINNER DRINKS • ONE 2 COURSE OPEN KITCHEN DINNER   

• FROM NZD450.00 PER PERSON, TWIN SHARE INCL. TAXES • VALID UNTIL  
30 APRIL 2011• UPGRADE TO A LOFT SUITE & ONE 3 COURSE DINNER FOR  
2 FOR AN ADDITIONAL NZD125.00 PER PERSON 

Contact Paul for more information  
on 1800 047 047 or email him at:  
ppatane@conciergetraveller.com.au

park yourself AT 
THE gramercy 

It may be the city that never sleeps but in New 
York, where you choose to sleep matters. One 
clever address delivers spectacular surroundings 
and service to write home about  - the Gramercy 
Park Hotel. It’s a beguiling, art-filled retreat, 
convenient to Union Square, Greenwich Village, 
Soho and Midtown. The hotel is located in one  
of New York’s most European enclaves and guests 
are provided with keyed access to Gramercy Park, 
a private, London-style refuge where you can 
retreat to read or daydream. 

You can take breakfast, lunch, cocktails or supper 
on the hotel rooftop that is a lavishly-landscaped 
private club and garden. The hotel’s popular bars 
offer the chance to quaff cocktails in intimate, 
candle-lit spaces. 

Erika Affolter’s favourites are the loft rooms with 
seating areas, quirky furniture and superb views  
of Lexington Avenue…not to mention the mint 
martinis at the Tank Bar!
CONCIERGE GRAMERCY PACKAGE INCLUDES: • 3 NIGHTS IN A LOFT 
ROOM • DAILY CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST • 1 COMPLIMENTARY 
LUNCH FOR 2       CONCIERGE BONUS PRIVILEGE: 1 FREE NIGHT 
FOR A MINIMUM STAY OF THREE NIGHTS OR MORE  • FROM 
USD865.00 PER PERSON, TWIN SHARE • VALID UNTIL 27 APRIL 
2011 • BOOK BEFORE 1 MARCH 2011

Contact Erika for more information on 
1800 047 047 or email her at: 
eaffolter@conciergetraveller.com.au
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FULLY FURNISHED 
IN LONDON

Smart travellers take advantage of apartment living if a visit to 
London means a stay of a week or more. Once established in your 
own space you have the freedom to live like a local and become 
familiar with a particular neighbourhood. Find that perfect local 
pub, restaurant or shopping precinct and make it your own. 

 Alan Tubery’s experience is that the choice of location may (even) 
come down to a little snob appeal, retail attractions, the need 
for a culture fix or a desire to explore London’s culinary byways. 
Alan can also arrange the pre-purchase of your favourite 
gourmet groceries.

Concierge Traveller has privileged access to a portfolio of beautiful 
residences in the most desirable postcodes of London such as 
the Royal Borough of Kensington, fashionable Knightsbridge or 
the unique atmosphere of Chelsea. These vary from the grand 
and spacious to family townhouses, stylish pieds-à-terre and 
city penthouses. Some sport a private roof garden but all come 
with attentive service.

Rentals are based on a minimum 7-night stay. Ask about all our 
excellent London locations.
CONCIERGE PACKAGE INCLUDES: • 7 NIGHTS ACCOMMODATION IN A 1 BEDROOM 
APARTMENT • FROM GBP465.00 PER PERSON, TWIN SHARE PLUS VAT • VALID 
THROUGHOUT 2011 

Contact Alan for more information  
on 1800 047 047 or email him at:  
atubery@conciergetraveller.com.au

PARISIAN 
ELEGANCE

The Left Bank in Paris is a galaxy of bistros, bookshops, small 
galleries and museums and it’s also home to some of Europe’s 
loveliest parks and most fashionable stores. 

Elegant Resorts and Villas have cornered the market in apartments 
in the 7th, all within view of Madame Eiffel. Buy your breakfast 
croissants locally, switch on the expresso maker, then relax and 
enjoy your space.

Melissa can suggest apartments to take best advantage of street 
markets or delightful restaurants. There is a particular café that 
Melissa says you will call home between cultural and shopping 
sorties, located under the shade of century-old trees. 

Couples love the extra space that a 2 bedroom, 2-bathroom 
apartment can provide, washing machine and dishwasher 
included. For anyone who wants to celebrate a reunion or  
a special occasion, the 5 bedroom air-conditioned apartment 
with its vaulted ceilings, balcony and gracious décor, is a rare find. 
CONCIERGE PACKAGE INCLUDES: • 7 NIGHTS IN A 2 BEDROOM APARTMENT  
• WIRELESS INTERNET • FREE CALLS TO LANDLINES IN AUSTRALIA • WELCOME 
BASKET • WELCOME PACK  • FULLY EQUIPPED KITCHEN & BATHROOMS  
• ENGLISH-SPEAKING GREETER • ASSISTANCE 7 DAYS A WEEK • FROM AUD7,025.00 
PER WEEK • VALID THROUGHOUT 2011 

	 Contact Melissa for more information  
	 on 1800 047 047 or email her at:  
	 mcoles@conciergetraveller.com.au

VIKINGS CRUISE  
INTO RUSSIA

Viking River Cruises operate purpose-built vessels for 
river travel and they remain unchallenged in regard to 
the quality of their onboard facilities and the stylishness 
of their service.

The company owns or has access to many of the docks 
along the great rivers of Europe and Russia allowing 
guests to disembark, minutes away from museums and 
performance venues. 

To complement shore excursions, educational programs 
are offered that may include: concerts, language lessons, 
lectures and workshops. On Russian and Ukranian cruises, 
guests enjoy traditional Russian tea, cuisine workshops 
and entertainment. Guy Batten says his favourite optional 
activity is the Vodka tasting – an informative session of 
entertaining fun. 

Those who cruise from Kiev to Odessa learn that the first 
Russian czar was actually a Viking chieftain. His descendants 
ruled Kiev, spawned a dynasty that stretched all the way 
to Ivan the Terrible and created what is today Ukraine’s 
vital capital. 
CONCIERGE FOOTSTEPS OF THE COSSACKS CRUISE INCLUDES: 12 NIGHTS  
IN A CATEGORY E STATEROOM • ALL MEALS • WELCOME RECEPTION & 
DINNER • FAREWELL DINNER • 9 GUIDED TOURS • TAILORED CULTURAL 
PROGRAM • PORT TAXES • GRATUITIES • FROM AUD4,399.00 PER PERSON, 
TWIN SHARE  • VALID APRIL TO SEPTEMBER THROUGHOUT 2011

INTO CHINA
Viking River cruises have taken their Swiss-honed talents 
and turned their gaze to the Orient. 

Their Yangze River cruises are designed to please western 
tastes and comfort. Suites are all river facing, most with 
balconies; the food exceeds all expectations and the 
charming staff delivers service that rivals any good 
European hotel. 

The cruises showcase natural and man-made sights 
together with insights into the long and complex history 
of Chinese civilzation and culture. In major cities such as 
Shanghai and Beijing, excursions always mean the best 
seats in the house.  

Onboard there is a shop for essentials, an internet café 
and a tailor. Guy noted how the ladies love to have a 
quipao whipped up!  He recommends that the best time 
to cruise is in China’s spring or autumn. Viking provides  
a safe, comfortable and gracious environment and the 
absolute best value for money in river cruising anywhere 
and beyond.
CONCIERGE IMPERIAL CHINA CRUISE INCLUDES:  5 NIGHTS IN A CATEGORY  
E STATEROOM  • 6 NIGHTS HOTEL ACCOMMODATION • ALL MEALS  
• WELCOME RECEPTION & DINNER • 12 GUIDED TOURS • TAILORED 
CULTURAL PROGRAM • PORT TAXES • GRATUITIES • FROM AUD5,499.00 
PER PERSON, TWIN SHARE • VALID APRIL TO OCTOBER THROUGHOUT 2011

Contact Guy for more information  
on 1800 047 047 or email him at:  
gbatten@conciergetraveller.com.au
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LINDBLAD 
FOR SAILORS

Since 1966 Lindblad Expeditions have 
pioneered what is now often referred to  
as eco-tourism, offering extraordinary 
cruises to any place on the globe that 
shines in the naturalist firmament. Their 
vessels, with ice-strengthened hulls, sail 
mostly to polar latitudes but occasionally 
venture to remote Pacific locations, 
including the Galapagos Islands.

Think expedition ship rather than pleasure 
boat and you’ll find the ship is a strong 
and agile work-horse. It’s got a pleasing 
but unusual profile and numerous cranes 
for launching kayaks and Zodiacs that 
punctuate its superstructure. 

Forget cabins with balconies, casinos and 
room service. Instead, you’ll use the ship  
as a moving base camp and itineraries are 
never immutable. Weather, wildlife and 
sea conditions might often dictate daily 

events. You’ll spend your trip happily 
waking up at 2 a.m. when you hear an 
announcement about a curious animal 
approaching the ship to take a closer 
look. The Galapagos is an other-worldly 
place where you can see marine 
iguanas, entertaining penguins, flightless 
cormorants, lumbering sea lions and 
exotic blue-footed boobies.

Each cruise is staffed with very approachable, 
expert naturalists and is equipped with 
sophisticated and unique “toys” that can 
record astonishing images below the 
surface of the ocean. For passengers this 
means the thrilling possibility to get up 
more close and personal with fabulous 
marine creatures than you ever expected. 
Hydrophones record underwater “chatter” 
and a high definition camera allows the 
undersea specialist to film the underwater 
life whenever he dives.

National Geographic Society photographers 
often accompany a sailing, allowing 
passengers to get personalised instruction 
from some of the best photographers in 
the world. 

For those who worry that it might be just 
a simple, spartan ship with spare décor 
and minimalist facilities, think again. Julie 
Richards describes the NG Endeavour as a 
well-maintained and attractive ship full of 
charm and character. Nothing about these 
expeditions means deprivation and she 
rates them as a healthy dose of excitement, 
discovery and restorative fun. Ask her 
about the dates on which you can travel 
with the expert National Geographic 
photographers.
CONCIERGE LINDBLAD GALAPAGOS EXPEDITION 
PACKAGE INCLUDES: • 9 NIGHTS ACCOMMODATION  
• ALL ONBOARD MEALS • NON-ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES  
• TRANSFERS TO AND FROM GROUP FLIGHTS • SHORE 
EXCURSIONS        CONCIERGE BONUS PRIVILEGE: 
USD100 ONBOARD CREDIT PER COUPLE • FROM 
USD5,230.00 PER PERSON, TWIN SHARE • VALID FOR 
CRUISES UNTIL MAY 2011 AND BOOKED ON OR BEFORE 
MARCH 31 2011

Contact Julie for more 
information on 1800 047 047 
or email her at: jrichards@
conciergetraveller.com.au

MONTH SHIP DAYS ITINERARY COST

February Aranui - 200 pax 14 Marquesas and Tuamotu Islands, French Polynesia FROM AUD5300.00 PP

March Orion I - 100 pax 11 Cairns to Papua New Guinea and return by plane FROM AUD9000.00 PP

April to October Viking Century Sun - 306 pax  12 Imperial Jewels of China - Beijing, Xian, Yantgze River & Shanghai FROM AUD5899.00 PP

May to October Star Clipper - 170 pax 7 Southern Cyclades from Athens via Santorini, Rhodes & Bodrum FROM AUD4800.00 PP

June  Nautica - 684 pax 12 Athens round trip to Black Sea ports FROM AUD6400.00 PP

July Silver Spirit - 540 pax 7 Rome to Athens via Palermo, Valletta & Corfu FROM AUD7000.00 PP

August Polar Pioneer - 54 pax 10 Iceland and Greenland FROM AUD9075.00 PP

September MS Columbus - 420 pax 12 Great Lakes from Toronto FROM AUD4800.00 PP

October Nautica - 684 pax 13 Istanbul to Barcelona via Kusadasi, Rhodes,  
Taormina, Rome & Monte Carlo 

FROM AUD5650.00 PP

November Royal Clipper - 227 pax 7 Grenadine Islands  from Bridgetown FROM AUD4890.00 PP

December Seabourn Pride - 208 pax 13 Singapore to Hong Kong via Vietnam  FROM AUD9500.00 PP

CRUISE CALENDAR 
Think of any corner of Europe that you would like to visit and  
it’s likely that you’ll find a cruise that will take you there. Seas, 
oceans, rivers and canals are as much a part of cruising options 
in Europe as are historical and cultural experiences.

Beyond Europe, cruise horizons include every continent, every 
island playground, legendary port and wildly remote locale that 
you could imagine. 

 
 
 
To plan your destination priorities and match a cruise to your 
personal tastes, contact our cruise experts, Julie Richards and 
Mary Ann San Roman.  Their genuine passion, expertise and 
global connections leave others in their wake

Contact Julie or Mary Ann for more 
information on 1800 047 047

• read prices are based on per person, twin share.
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